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Ramifucanions of Biblical Medicine - b e | e '




Babylozian sacrificial meaky, and sisce the
g-dsnatdﬁmn‘«im-l:ddnnk
Woed, & secrss moee likely thar these laws were meant
10 swparate hrachites from thee sdolstrous neighlors.

A mmodcen rabba lises spinitual health, boliness, and
poriy s wocoedary e lor keepiig 2 kosher dice,
the primary vee besng 00 boep beael “wparated
froee the natkens ™ He then sotes ameng the benehits
noe ooly physical health, bet also sebdumg of desing,

of God's goodacss, and smsmivey o
crucky The issioe of senanviny s of particubar
impoetance. For the Jow, the livisg always huve
peocedimee over the dead, foe B is sacrad. Thie, »
fanenal comege must walt at an iersection foe a
wodding peocossion 10 pass, Likewise, the Sabbach may
be broken to save 3 child, bae not 10 Bury Kng
Dustdebec can wait! The Blimud sy, “He who sves
the life of 2 snge person, 1t 5 a5 thoogh be has wved
the whole workd. ™

The Sabbuth 5 mother spinzwal baw wah medical
Benefits. ke is the toerang from the mundane 1o che
spiritusl—womeching moders docsoes applaad s 2
meirs of scheving tenwion and preventng sereee-relased
Aarase. The care with which the Jewish Subbuth was
nd is observed & well knoun, and one of the (vored
Sabibath activities is o visit the wack, And again, the
rabbn coscluded that s time of ilkeys, sherapeunic
meavmes 100k procedonce over other Laws, even Liws of
liwe by the L. 05 whick the Jows add, “snd noe die by
‘-
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Poophets, as woll oy Inceepoeate the orad tradeicn,

This leads us 00 the great Jowish physaceans of the
Maddle Ages who helped proscrve and tramemr both
Hebrew and Grook medicing, ax well ax 0o pacee revem
and modens Jewsh colleagues, whose COMrvutiogs ire
00 namerous o list. Half of niedsoval rabbe eareed
their bving as physicians, achieving much notoriety m
the process, There is the sory of the Frendy King
Franco L wha, suffering the <ffccts of 5 prolonged
llness, wrute e the MHoly Roman Emperor. Charles v
1o send Bis Jownh physicun. The man appearcd, buy
responded 10 2 eacial shur by sayesg he had been
somverted and bapeiecd 3 Chnstan. “Tike him away,”
shouted the aling King. “Hring me 3 real peuinh
phywican, ™

Maodsome was a preferrad ooospation =ee oaly
because it was pormaeted by their oftom hostile pontdc
neightoes, but becasse it was 1 natsel schalaly
accompanimene to sudy of the Torah, Comsider Moses
Mamonsdcs, the great physicus of the 12th century
anud persooad physiczn 0 Saladin. OF Bam che £1bbi
said “From Moses to Moses, there was noe 3 man like
Moses ™ In additsce to tramelaging many importam

ks—anchodeg the aphorisms of Hipposraes—he
WIDHEE BICatises o0 potween, daberes, and sansanon
He said, “Man is obligaed so koep himsell in good
Resleh . for a bealthy body pleases the Creator ™

“His whole concepe of modscing is bused on the
conviction tha 3 bealthy body i the prorequissee for 2
healthy scul. This enables 2 wean to develop bas
nelbecrual snd meomal capabilitios and beads bam roward
the keowhedge of God and thus 6o 3 more cehacad life
He regards healing as the st of repuirimg both the
difioces of the body and the turmoil of the mind. A
phiysician must thercfore have not caly the tahmcal
knowledge of his peofession, but sbso the intuition and
Skl o understand the panent’s personakiy and
environmene.”

Indeed, Massmanides” greatess woek ws not medwcal
#t all bax 4 phelesophical treatise reconciling his sehigios
with Grock philosophy He called it a “Gude for fae
Perplexed ™ (| understand the BY U adminissrasion may
use that 3s 3 subtitke for nexs year's comse catadog.)

Maimonides’ medical practico seflocsed his beliel m
the vakae of reasom. Comsbating the quackery and
superstition of his age, ke wrote, “The bealimyg power
of a gven remedy mane be proved by sacmtific oo
oonpemical means, otherwise it is 2 form of Magic and o
such prohibired by the Law ™ mecaning the Torh

The ninth-contury physician laac ben Solormos
Israchi made 3 sumilar judgmene, teaching {1) sover ndy
upon wonder-work sy, carov—these depend montly oo

-
Ve Amana’ of ¢ ohgamm A adipocn B s

supennoon and igrorance and (2) voo large a2 peaciue
contuses tho judgment of the pliysician and cames his
10 give mustaken dircctions.

In this baever principle be may have beon parapheasing
L Sirach: “The wisdom of the serbe depends upon
the opportusey of ketwre, and be whe has btk
bussiess may become wise,” Beagham Young ex.
prossed 3 similas sessiment when e said, “Work foss,
wear bess. eat less, and we vhall be & great deal wiser,
hoaktoce and wealthicr poople.”

The Blending of sacdicme with other scholaely
Pursiits is eypacal of the Jewih plysician, So i the
siath comury, before the Islamic expansie, we have
Asaph Ben Berechiah seaching that medicine i the
POrtect mixture of sciemee, art, and ethics Fogether
with his colleague Jobanin ben Zavda, be founded &
medical vehool based om the ohd Hebrow raditions but
ncorgecating kansng of the Geeeka Babloniams,
Egypuans, Persians, and Indiane The Oueh Asaph
sdmizarored 10 his students, though chearly reflecting
Hippocratic infuence. repeesons abso Hebrow ethics. Ie
i 100 koog 10 prine in rocad here, but the following will
Wlieseranc:

“lake beed thar you kill not Ay mas with a root
decoction; do not prepasc any poton that may canse &
wuman whe has concerved in sdultery 5o mancarry; and
do not last after beautiful womsen s commit adubery
with them: and do not divlge 2 saas'’s secrer: do
not harden yomr heart againe ehe pooe and noedy;
raeher have comguanion wpon them and heal them. Do
moe speak of good s evil soe of evil 3 pood. 1o not
Sollow the ways of soecerers 0o cnchant by magic and
witcheraft . .. Do not coset . . . Do not make nse of
any sssner of |dol wonhip sowe trust in the Lond
your God, the God of eruth, the livaesg God, dor FHe
pees to death snd brisgs o life. He smites and He
heab. He besiows snderstanding o man and teaches
him o serve . . Hie camay healing pleses ro grow and
puts skill 1o heal in che beares of sages by His manifold
meraies 20 dockare His wonders to the malteodes and
10 sederstand all kvang things fee He was thetr Crestar
amd thet apare from Ham chere 1s o Saviar™ (Muntner
%)

Aftor administering ches oath, Acaph ferther
admonidued his Ssaples, “Do not mix posson . . . o
(2] Do not) disclose [a potient’s| comsteution
1D not] give sny devious sdvice. Do not casse the
shedding of Bood by exaying avy dangeroos ex.
periment Do not cauee 3 sickness . . . Do not
hawsen 10 muaim Guard against haghtines and
conceit. Do not bear a grodee . . . Do poc set upon
those thae base the Loed, bin beep His
commandments

Sy

The radition thoe bod 1o Asaph and Maimonides RO
hack 80 the rophe of sncient bseacl. The rophe, whach
means “healer ™ probably was a lay practitioner, while
rophe smman, “learned heabes ™ may have corre-
rponded moee 10 what we know = 2 doctor. The rophe
urmman wies called by tosn leaders mo render “oxpent”
festimony 0 court amd 10 treat the poor at community
expesse. Distinction was made between physiciam
who wore thevestians, arriving at thesr medical
pnciples by deduction, and thene who were nateral
scientists, smploving cospiricisn and CXPENIMCn Lition.
There was oo specializaton, not even 2 scparate
military physcun, nor was there any diviskon between
medicine and yungery, otherwise universal m annguity.
The rophe was ak not 2 priest and wis actually called
wpon to care for wck Lovines,

I bs motcwarthy that the word rophe is denived from
3 rooe meanimy o alleviate or ssuage. Ebewhere the
plhryvician’s title wan related 10 words e g magic or
knowdodyr. The Iseaclite docoor made medicine more
than 3 craft or 2 sokeary pursuit of obsowre and exonric
bearming. It was & callmg in which he became God's
substitune in the rebed of by aficeed duldron

As soday, phiysicians were reganded anciently and in
Talmudic cimes with mixed leelingx, depending on
their succens amd on the prejudices of ther criics. Ben
Sarach, himself 2 physician, may have beos 3 litghe
pariad in saying, “Honour 2 physician with the honoss
due unto bams for the uses which ye may have of hiss
for the Lord hark created him, . . give place 10 the
physiclan. There is 2 time whes in their huds there #
pood wsecess” (Ecdes, $9:1.12-13).

Authors of the Mshnah wore ot 5o kind, oxcluding
phyacians fores ehe resumrection and sayiez, “the best
#liyvicians are destined 10 g0 1o hell.” Even the suthor
of 2 Chronicles says Kimg A “sought oot 10 the Lord,
but 1o the physicians, * implysg condemnition e
Chrom. 16:12). The eraly fiithfal. = was thowghe,
omeht not to become ill, and if they &d they should be
beaked without human astcrvention

B the majoniey opinios of the Talmud {ihe one that
nudped so many Jews toward the peofesson) approves
ol makiane, Paysicuns arc a necessity for decent living
and cme is forbidden froes Bving s 2 town withom
g Mammnossdes extended thin to inchode not only a
pvacian, Bot 2 sungeon and 2 batshouse 3 well
Hurthermore, physicians, though they were expected 10
donate thar services 10 the poce or adjust fees so the
cconomy of the patient, were expocted so charge
soumcthing. for “a plisician wha heals for nathing
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